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Answer the following questions:

Q1.What is Johnsy's illness? What can cure her, the medicine or the willingness to live?

Ans. Johnsy was suffering from pneumonia. The doctor who was checking on her said that she will not
get cured by the medicines that are being administered to her, if she gives up hope of recovering.

Q2. What is Behrman's masterpiece? What makes Sue say so?

Ans. The painting of a leaf, which Behrman made after the last leaf fell, was really a masterpiece. Sue has
every reason to say so because the painted leaf, that looked like the original, was able to inspire Johnsy
to live her life. His last stroke was a masterpiece, as he sacrificed his life to revive that of a young
teenager, who was in the throes of death and had given up the desire to live.

Q3. What is the significance of the ivy leaves?

Ans. The ivy plays a significant role because the leaves of the ivy had become the object of measurement
of Johnsy's life and time on earth. She had given up hope, and had convinced herself of the imminent
departure from the mortal world. Her life on earth would end the day, the last leaf dropped off the creeper.
It was eventually an ivy leaf, though a painted one, that revived in her the desire to live, and got her back
on the road to recovery.

Q4. "In spite of the storm and the fierce winds, it didn't fall". Explain.

Ans. When Johnsy gets up the next morning, she draws the curtain and looks out to check, if the last leaf
had fallen. To her surprise, she sees the leaf still on the creeper looking more green and healthy. It had
not fallen despite the storm and fierce winds of the previous night. She had actually prepared herself to
follow the last leaf out of the world. She kept looking at the leaf that was clinging quite strongly to the
creeper and developed her own strength and will to get back to life.

Q5. How has O. Henry featured friendship in the story, 'The Last Leaf'?

Ans. Friendship is one of the main themes of the lesson. It has been glorified by the character of Johnsy's
friend, Sue and neighbour, Behrman. When Johnsy suggests that Sue sketch in the other room. Sue
declares her friendship, saying that she would rather be with Johnsy and stay in the same room with her.
After the doctor's visit, a worried Sue rushes down to Mr Behrman, who cares about Sue, and informs him
of Johnsy's growing hopelessness. Hearing of this despair, Behrman becomes angry and accompanies
Sue to the girls' apartment, where Johnsy was sleeping. Sue and Behrman looked out the window. Then
they looked at each other for a moment without speaking. Behrman later, returns home, and ascertains
that the last leaf does not fall.


